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STL Program on Law and Innovation

TRUSTLESS AUTONOMY? GIWEIIIIMIGE
DILEMMAS OF DECENTRALIZED Al AGENTS

Helena Rong
Assistant Professor, NYU Shanghai

PANELISTS:

Gilad Abiri, Associate Professor of Law, PKUSTL

Liav Orgad, Distinguished Scholar in Residence, PKUSTL
DATE & TIME: November 27, 2025, 18:00-19:30(CST)
LOCATION?: STL 308

ABSTRACT:

Decentralized Al agents represent a new class of autonomous actors: AI models
deployed on blockchains and Trusted Execution Environments. Empirical cases
like Spore.fun show that these agents can influence social networks, move
capital, reproduce, and evolve in the “wild.” Their autonomy disrupts existing
governance, creating jurisdictional, technical, and enforcement invalidities. This
talk highlights a shift from policy to protocol science, embedding governance
through infrastructural mechanisms to shape agent behavior upstream, making
trust, accountability, and constraint properties of the protocol itself rather than
after-the-fact regulation. Replies to the talk will highlight the legal and ethical
implications and dilemmas.

SPEAKER BIO:

Dr. Helena Rong is an Assistant Professor of Interactive Media and Business at
NYU Shanghai, with an interdisciplinary focus on urban technology, collective
intelligence, and digital governance. Her work examines how emerging
technologies (blockchains, decentralized AI, urban IoT) can transform
collective life and foster new forms of civic trust. She leads research on Trust
Experience Design (TXD), intentional communities and digital nomadism, and
the institutional challenges posed by the emerging agentic web.
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Al LARGE MODEL COMPLIANCE:
LAW, RISKS, AND REAL-WORLD PRACTICE

Speaker Mandy LIN (F#4%5%)
Head of the TEG&S Legal Center at Tencent.
6 Formerly an international disputes lawyer, Mandy
,','\ joined Tencent in 2017 and now oversees legal and
'l:.'\ compliance matters for Tencent Hunyuan Large
’. 55 Model, HR, and infrastructure businesses. She built
celn b
070 i the end-to-end compliance framework for the
‘«‘_.',’,'r Hunyuan model—from data mining and model fine-
tuning to application deployment.
Moderator

Gilad Abiri

Associate professor, Peking University School of
Transnational Law

In this talk, Mandy LIN will share key legal challenges arising in the development
of large-model businesses, discuss the evolution of China’s regulatory
landscape, and explore practical compliance solutions.

The session will follow an interactive Q&A format, encouraging open discussion
around real-world problems and legal reasoning.

1:50PM to 3:30PM on
December 17, 2025
STL 308
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DATA COMPLIANCE REGULATORY TRENDS
AND CORPORATE PRACTICE

Speaker ZHANG Yanan (3IF 5B)

Head of Data Privacy Compliance at Tencent
Yanan joined Tencent in 2016 and currently oversees
the company’s end-to-end data compliance under
China’s data protection regime. She leads the China
data privacy compliance team in designing and
implementing critical compliance programs, ensuring
regulatory alignment across both internal operations
and external engagements.

Gilad Abiri

Associate professor, Peking University School of
Transnational Law

This lecture explores the evolving landscape of data protection regulation in
China and examines how companies respond to regulatory requirements in
practice. Drawing on real-world corporate experience, it will discuss key
challenges in data compliance, internal governance frameworks, and
strategies for aligning compliance obligations with business operations.

The session will follow an interactive Q&A format, encouraging open
discussion around real-world problems and legal reasoning.

4PM to 5:30PM on
January 14, 2026
STL 203-204
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MITIGATING THE JUDICIAL HUMAN-AI FRIRNESS GAP

SPEAKER:
Benjamin Chen

Professor of Law, The University of Hong Kong

Benjamin Chen is the Gallant Ho Outstanding Young Professor at HKU Faculty
of Law and an affiliate of ETH Ziirich’s Center for Law and Economics. His work
uses empirical methods to study legal procedures and their effects on outcomes and
legitimacy. He has published in leading law and social science journals, including
the Harvard Journal of Law and Technology and the Journal of Public
Administration Research and Theory. He holds degrees from UC Berkeley, UCL,
Ecole Polytechnique, and the University of Chicago, and previously taught at
NUS, worked at Columbia Law School, and clerked on the Ninth Circuit.

ABSTRACT:

‘When algorithms make legal decisions, people perceive the process as less fair than
when humans do — a phenomenon known as the judicial human-AlI fairness gap.
Professor Chen will present research examining whether hybrid procedures, in
which a judge consults an algorithmic recommendation but retains final authority,
mitigate this gap and whether mitigation depends on the intensity of human
review. Drawing on two large experiments (N = 7,651), participants evaluated
sentencing, bail, and consumer arbitration decisions made by a human judge, a
robot, or a hybrid system. The findings show that hybrid procedures can fully
eliminate the perceived fairness gap and that even minimal human involvement
suffices. This insensitivity to review intensity carries important normative
implications: even nominal human oversight may render substantively flawed
algorithmic processes publicly acceptable. Moreover, the mitigating effect varies by
race and political ideology. These findings underscore both the institutional appeal
and normative risks of hybrid human—AI adjudication.

MODERATOR:

Gilad Abiri

Professor of Law, PKU-STL

DATE & TIME: April 23, 2026,17:00 PM (China Standard Time)
LOCATION: STL 205
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